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Introduction 
 

ver two thousand years ago, Jesus walked the earth teaching those around him about 

God.  He claimed to have special knowledge.  He claimed to hold the key to the 

kingdom of heaven.  He claimed to be the Son of God.  After a three year ministry, he 

was seen as a threat by those in charge and was crucified for claiming to be an equal to God.  

Jesus backed up his claim by performing extraordinary healing miracles, but his amazing powers 

were feared rather than revered.   In the end, death could not hold Jesus.  Three days after his 

crucifixion, he rose from the dead and delivered the ultimate demonstration of his deity.  History 

records that hundreds of people witnessed the resurrected Jesus over the next 40 days.  Finally, 

Jesus returned to heaven to sit at the right hand of God.  In his place, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to 

live in the hearts of all those who believe in him as their Lord and Savior. 

That is the basic understanding of the foundation of Christianity.  Those who have not yet trusted 

Jesus often see this story as a great mystery.  The truth is, even many Christian believers find this 

story difficult to fully understand.  For this reason, those on the outside looking in with interest 

have a hard time stepping over the threshold of faith in Jesus Christ.  Many Christians who 

should be leading the way feel inadequate in their knowledge to act as an appropriate guide, and 

many unbelieving seekers are reluctant to go deeper without someone to hold their hand. 

Trusting Jesus as your Lord and Savior should not in any way be a casual decision.  Careful 

thought, instruction, and guidance are needed.  In the pages that follow, I will walk you through 

the process of identifying your need for a Savior, help you understand the teachings of Jesus, and 

share with you the details of what it takes to live a Christian life.  Following Jesus is a simple 

process that grows in complexity as you mature in your faith.  It’s understandable that you would 

want to know the details before making a commitment like this.  In the next few pages, the 

answers to most of your questions should be revealed. 

My prayer is that you will come to know Jesus in a deeply personal way.  If you read this work, 

not only with an open mind but also with an open heart, I’m confident you will experience 

something transformative.  No book or human being can deliver you into the kingdom of heaven.  

God must call you forward.  Your sincere exploration into his teachings may be all that’s needed 

for you to take the next step toward becoming a child of God.  As you read each chapter, pay 

close attention to the Bible quotes included and listen carefully for the voice of Jesus.  When he 

calls your name, respond accordingly and join me in the kingdom of heaven. 
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Living without Jesus 
 

 occasionally like to treat myself to a BLT.  I think most people know, but in case you don’t, 

that is a bacon, lettuce, and tomato sandwich.  I was introduced to the BLT many years ago 

by my mother who made them on toasted white bread with a little mayonnaise.  The BLT 

was one of my favorite sandwiches as a teen and I thought it was perfect in its simplicity with no 

need for improvement.  Then one day my mom brought home a ripe avocado and offered to 

include that on my BLT.  Why?  The BLT is a perfect sandwich.  Why would you add avocado?  

My mom told me it takes the BLT to a new level and of course she was right.  To this day, I 

can’t eat a BLT without avocado. 

I know this has happened to you somewhere at some time; you were going along with your life 

thinking all was well until you discovered something new that changed everything.  From that 

day forward, you couldn’t live without that new ingredient, or that new tool, or that newly 

discovered technique that makes your world complete.  We can’t know what we don’t know.  

We can’t appreciate the experience of something we haven’t experienced.  It isn’t until we step 

out in faith and try something new that we make those kinds of life changing discoveries. 

Disconnected from Your Creator 

I live in California and love spending time in the Sierra Mountains. When you step outside at 

night in the Sierras and look up at the heavens, you can’t help but be overwhelmed by the 

billions of stars sparkling overhead.  What an extraordinary universe we live in!  Planet earth, for 

some miraculous reason, is positioned perfectly within this vast universe and for that reason is 

able to sustain life.  I don’t think that was an accident.  I believe that perfect positioning is the 

work of God our Creator.  Looking closer at our planet, I’m fascinated by the way fresh water 

circulates through the sky and into rivers that constantly flow with the fluid of life.  As a result, 

billions of people are able to grow crops and sustain their lives.  That’s astonishing.  That can’t 

be random chance.  That’s design.  

Look at all the different plants and animals on the planet and how they work together.  Look at 

your own human body and marvel at the complexity of your internal organs, your brain, and your 

ability to learn and adapt.  We are extraordinary organic machines designed by a super 

sophisticated master Creator.  There is absolutely no question in my mind that God is real and he 

is the Creator of the universe, the earth, all the plants and animals on our planet, and each and 

every one of us.  So who is this God and how can we know him?  I don’t want to live my life 

disconnected from my Creator.  I want access to his awesome power. 
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We are Spirit 

The Bible claims to be a book left behind by our Creator.  We’ll talk more about the Bible in the 

next chapter, but for now, let’s assume the Bible is indeed a work inspired by God our Creator.  

Let’s assume the Bible was written by men supernaturally directed by God to write each and 

every word of the text.  In the pages of the Bible we learn that God is spirit. 

“God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 

John 4:24 

Understand that God, our Creator, is not a person like you and me.  God is a spirit that is 

inconceivable to us; we are incapable of fully understanding the essence of God.  God is 

omniscient; meaning he knows all things.  God is omnipotent; meaning he is all powerful.  God 

is omnipresent; meaning he is everywhere at all times.  God is a spirit being that surrounds the 

earth and is watching over us all.   

The Bible tells us that we were created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27) and that we are also 

spirits like God.  Currently we are residing inside human bodies, but these bodies are not who we 

truly are.  Our human bodies are merely a vehicle in which we are traveling through this world.  

When our time in this world is complete, we will return to our spirit body. 

“So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised 

imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness,  

it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.” 

1 Corinthians 15:42-44 

As spirits, it is possible for us to make a spiritual connection to God our Creator.  The Bible tells 

us we can become children of God (John 1:12) by developing a relationship with Jesus Christ.  

In so doing, we thereby become connected to God in a special way and are empowered by the 

indwelling of his Holy Spirit. 

“Whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit.” 

1 Corinthians 6:17 

Once you have been connected to God, you will experience life in a completely new way.  This 

connection is one of those things that you don’t know you’re missing until you experience it 

first-hand.  When you are connected to God, you have become part of an eternal spirit existence 

that will continue far beyond this world.   

Alone in the Devil’s World 

Most people don’t realize that God has allowed the devil to take control of this world. Our 

existence here in this world is a training period for our eternal existence.  Those who have come 



to know Jesus Christ are traveling with the help of the Holy Spirit.  Those who do not know 

Jesus are traveling alone in the devil’s world. 

“We know that we are children of God,  

and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.” 

1 John 5:19 

You don’t have to go far to find evil in this world.  It’s all around us.  For reasons not completely 

explained in the pages of the Bible, our time in this world is designed to develop our ability to 

identify and confront evil.  This world is an ongoing battle between good and evil.  We engage in 

this battle every day.  The only way to ultimately win this battle is to join forces with God.  The 

final outcome of this battle has already been determined.  God wins.  Those who have connected 

with God through a relationship with Jesus Christ will win. Those who do not know Jesus will 

eventually find themselves in an empty and dark place with no means of escape.   

If you are going through life without knowing Jesus, there’s a good chance you’ve felt the empty 

and lost feeling of being disconnected from God.  If you’re going through life without knowing 

Jesus, there’s a good chance you’ve experienced the devil’s manipulation.  Without the help of 

the Holy Spirit, the devil can pull and push you in any direction he wants.  Without a connection 

to the power of God, the devil can have his way with you.  You may not even know he has taken 

control over your life.  The devil is a master of deception.  Money, power, and lust are his 

favorite tools to work with.  Take a moment right now and evaluate your life.  Is it possible the 

devil is at work in your life?  Can you identify an event or circumstance that has the devil’s 

fingerprints? 

Without Jesus This World Is All There Is 

If you’ve been successful in life you may feel fairly comfortable in this world.  If you have a 

perfect job, a perfect relationship, and live in a perfect place you probably are quite content with 

this world.  However, I’ve never encountered anyone with a perfect life.  Everyone I know goes 

through periods of joy and periods of despair.  Some experience joy more than others.  Some 

experience despair more than others.  The world we live in is uneven and full of the unexpected.  

Those who are triumphant today may find themselves tragically challenged tomorrow.  In this 

world, we often see good people caught in bad situations.  At the same time, we also see bad 

people living in opulent luxury. Those who work hard may still find themselves struggling to 

survive; those who hardly work at all may be rich beyond measure.  I think it’s safe to say the 

world we live in has no true sense of fairness. In many ways, the world we live in is somewhat of 

a gamble that can go either way on any given day. 

Most people know that Jesus promises a life beyond this world.  When you put your faith in 

Jesus and connect yourself to God, you have guaranteed your place in all eternity.  Your life will 

continue beyond this world in your spirit body. Jesus promises that the life beyond will be 

without evil.  The sense of fairness that is lacking in this world will be fully present in your life 



beyond.  There will be no unexpected tragedy in the world beyond.  There will only be love, joy, 

and peace.   

The Difference Between Living Without Jesus and with Jesus 

There is a common myth that once you become a Christian and begin following the teachings of 

Jesus, your life will suddenly be greatly blessed with every good thing.  This is not the case.  In 

some cases your life will become harder once you become a Christian.  Keep in mind that our 

life here in this world has a purpose.  That purpose is not to simply have a good time.  Our life 

here is a training period that teaches us how to identify evil and how to deal with evil.  You can’t 

learn these lessons without some difficulty in your life.  If you’ve ever trained for any kind of 

athletic endeavor you know that hard work is the key to success.  A good coach will challenge 

you to the maximum of your potential if you want to compete and win.  There is no better coach 

than God.  God is going to make sure we are trained to our highest capability.  God is going to 

develop our abilities so that we can win. 

“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize?  

Run in such a way as to get the prize.” 

1 Corinthians 9:24 

While life as a Christian will not be easy, there is one enormous advantage.  Followers of Jesus 

Christ are empowered by the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is a part of God and lives inside of all 

Christian believers.  The Holy Spirit is a tool that can be used to identify evil and help you stand 

up to evil.  Unbelievers do not have access to this awesome power.  For this reason, unbelievers 

are far more vulnerable to the trickery of the devil.  That is not to say Christians cannot be 

manipulated by the devil – they can be – but the Holy Spirit will be with you to help you 

overcome the devil’s manipulation.   

Living with Jesus 

As a teen, I believed the BLT was the perfect sandwich.  When my mother added avocado to my 

BLT, I discovered something superior to what I believed was perfection.  Before this 

transformation I had no perception of what I was missing.  If you have not trusted Jesus Christ as 

your Lord and Savior, you have no perception of what you are missing.  No matter how many 

words I use to describe what it’s like to know Jesus, you’re never going to fully comprehend the 

experience until you make that leap of faith.  We’ll talk in greater detail about that process in 

chapter three.  For now, I want you to know that becoming a Christian does not mean your life 

will make a dramatic change; it means you will make a dramatic change.  Your life will not be 

transformed – you will be transformed.   

 

 



The Bible 
 

ou don’t need to know a lot about the Bible to become a Christian.  You only need to 

know that Jesus died for your sins and was brought back to life three days later, 

demonstrating his power over death.  If you trust Jesus, and have faith that he can 

provide you with eternal life as well, all you need to do is confess your sinful nature to him and 

accept him as your Lord and Savior.  When you pray that message with a sincere heart, your 

mind will be focused on following Jesus and you will be a Christian – a follower of Jesus Christ.  

You will have received Salvation – you will be saved from dying and blessed with eternal life.  

We’ll discuss this in more detail in the next chapter.  For now, it’s important for you to consider 

the Bible.  This is the book from which Christianity was born.  To be a follower of Jesus, you 

have to know what Jesus taught; that information is found in the pages of the Bible. 

The Bible is a collection of 66 different books composed by 40 different writers over 1,500 years 

with a total of over 700,000 words.  The fact that all these books fit together perfectly, even 

though they were written by different authors, sometimes hundreds of years apart, is one 

example of the Bible’s miraculous nature.  In addition, there are many predictions made in 

several books of the Bible that are fulfilled in detail hundreds of years later.  Christians believe 

the Bible is the inspired Word of God.  Christians believe that the human authors of the Bible 

were directed by God to write each and every word. 

The Old Testament 

The first half of the Bible known as the Old Testament contains the oldest books of the Bible and 

is the text Jesus taught from during his ministry here on earth.  The first five books of the Bible 

describe God’s creation of the world, the creation of the first man and woman, God’s decision to 

select a specific group of people to bless (known as the Israelites), and God’s rules and 

regulations for the Israelites to follow in order to remain holy.  The next section of the Bible is 

historical in nature and essentially describes the difficulties the Israelites had with remaining 

holy as they were challenged by a world dominated by evil.  God has allowed evil to play a 

major role in our world as a tool to help us become stronger and better prepared for our eternal 

life to come. 

The middle section of the Old Testament contains the book of Psalms which is largely a 

collection of exhortations of worship to God.  This section also contains the book of Proverbs 

which is a comprehensive collection of the wisdom of God.  

The final half of the Old Testament is filled with books of prophecy.  These are books that 

predicted things that happened to the Israelites in advance.  These books also predicted things 

that were not fulfilled until much later, specifically the arrival of Jesus Christ as our Savior. 
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The New Testament 

The New Testament starts with four different accounts of the birth, ministry, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  These are known as the Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  

The Gospels are followed by the book of Acts which details the beginnings of the Christian 

church.  The rest of the New Testament is a collection of letters written by the men who were 

taught by Jesus.  These letters contain the details of what it means to be a Christian.  And the 

final book in the New Testament is a book of prophecy that tells us what the future holds for all 

mankind. 

Bible Study 

For many people, Bible study sounds too much like dreaded homework.  In fact, I would guess 

that a majority of Christians rarely study the Bible.  Truth be told, I’d be surprised if more than 

10% of all Christians study the Bible on a regular basis.  I think many Christians have at some 

time studied the Bible to the extent that they are satisfied with their knowledge, or they have 

been taught by some teacher to the extent that they feel they no longer need to explore the text 

further.  Honestly, the foundational truth of the Bible can be summed up in 6 words – Love God 

and love your neighbor. If that truth resonates in your heart, you really have all you need to know 

about the Bible. I know for a fact that everyone would benefit greatly from a cover-to-cover 

study of the Bible.  I also feel strongly that you can remain a Christian without ever opening the 

pages of the Bible; however, it’s hard for me to imagine how you could resist knowing the 

details.  I’ve been studying the Bible for decades and it continues to speak to me in new ways 

every time I read another chapter.  The Bible is not an ordinary book – the Bible is a miraculous 

text that has the ability to speak to each individual reader in a personal way. 

“For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword,  

it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow;  

it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” 

Hebrews 4:12 

 

As a new Christian, I would encourage you to at least read one or more of the Gospels – 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. I think the book of John is a good starting point.  I would also 

encourage you to read the book of Acts to learn how the early Christian church began.  From 

there, I would suggest you find a good teacher who can guide you on a deeper study.  The entire 

book can easily be consumed in 90 days by following the reading plan found at 

whatdoesitmeantoservegod.com.  I can tell you that without question, your relationship with God 

will improve and become more intimate with every minute you spend in the pages of the Bible.  

Bible Teachers 

I have read books about the Bible written by many different authors and I have attended sermons 

delivered by many different preachers.  In my experience, there isn’t any human who completely 

https://whatdoesitmeantoservegod.com/the-90-day-bible-reading-plan/


understands God or fully understands the contents of the Bible.  This is why there are so many 

different Christian denominations – no one agrees on everything – they all disagree somewhere.  

This becomes the number one challenge for new Christians – what denomination do you belong 

to, where do you go to church, and who are the Bible teachers that you can trust?  These are not 

easy questions.  You may want to consider reading my other book, “Christianity without 

Religion.”  Beyond that, I want to suggest that you follow your heart.  If you have friends or 

family members who are already Christians, maybe the person who brought you to Christ, that 

would be the logical place for you to begin your Christian walk.  Follow the guidance of people 

you love and trust.  Test everything being taught to you by going to the Bible for confirmation.  

If it’s not in the Bible, it’s not Christian.  Keep in mind, the devil is playing a major role in this 

world.  The devil is trying to divide and conquer all Christian thought.  The devil has been at this 

for a long time and is getting quite good at distorting the truth.  The only way to combat the 

devil’s schemes is to study and know the Bible for yourself – trust God, trust the Bible, and trust 

your own understanding of what you read in the Bible.  Once you become a Christian, the Holy 

Spirit takes up residence in your heart to help you see the truth.  Follow that guidance above all 

else. 

We’re Not All the Same 

Some people live and thrive on a strict vegetarian diet, while others live and thrive on an all fast-

food diet.  Some people love reading a good book, while others would much prefer watching a 

good movie.  Some people insist on studying every word of the Bible, while others are content 

being taught the teachings of the Bible by a priest or pastor.  The fact that we are all different is 

one of the beautiful things about God’s creation.  Your approach to the Bible is a personal choice 

and something you should carefully and prayerfully consider.   There is no right path that 

everyone needs to follow.  The only thing that remains an absolute is the understanding that the 

Bible is the undisputed Word of God.  Those who believe otherwise have, in my opinion, lost 

their way. 

The Word of God 

Jesus believed the Old Testament of the Bible to be the Word of God.  Throughout the accounts 

of his life and ministry, there isn’t one instance where he directed us to discount anything found 

in the pages of the Old Testament; Jesus trusted the early Bible completely.  Jesus taught that the 

Old Testament was telling the story of his ministry hundreds of years before it came to be. 

“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,  

he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.” 

Luke 24:27 

 

If Jesus believed all of the stories in the Old Testament were factual accounts of true events, that 

is all the evidence I need to trust them as the Word of God.  When we look at the New 
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Testament, we have to consider the extraordinary life it has endured.  No other book ever written 

even comes close to the continued study and constant proliferation of the Bible.  The Bible has 

been ridiculed, burned, refuted, and destroyed throughout the ages but never goes away.  That 

fact alone attests to the miraculous nature of this text.  But the real authentication of the Bible 

comes from you.  Just as God’s amazing creation confirms for us the existence of God, the 

Bible’s amazing revealing nature confirms, for the careful reader, God’s glory found in its pages.  

When you read the Bible with an open heart, you see God.  That is the ultimate confirmation that 

you are reading the Word of God. 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,  

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.” 

2 Timothy 3:16 

The Bible and Your Christian Walk 

I’m personally not a fan of daily Bible reading as a prescribed chore.  I don’t believe picking up 

your Bible because it is an assigned task is the right way to approach your relationship with God.  

Certainly there is value anytime you read the Bible; but like anything else, it’s far more 

beneficial if you have an actual hunger and desire to approach God in a specific way.  If you go 

to class eager to learn you will achieve much more than if you go to class simply because you 

have to.  Listen to your heart.  When your heart is pulling you closer to God, open your Bible 

and read.  Don’t just read a few random verses; read a substantial portion of the Bible in order to 

gain the full context of whatever is being taught.  I find that deeper study a few times a year is far 

superior to random verse reading on some daily reading program.   

Of course, if your goal is to read the entire Bible or other large sections, establishing a daily 

reading plan would be well advised.  Keep in mind it’s not a good idea to randomly start and 

stop.  Your best approach to this kind of deeper study is to use a “study Bible.”  These Bibles are 

specifically designed for this kind of reading.  A study Bible will contain topic headings in every 

book of the Bible which will be good start and stop points for your daily reading. 

It doesn’t matter if you are a casual reader of the Bible or a serious student; what matters is that 

you have a well-established relationship with God.  Your relationship with God is dependent on 

your understanding of the Word of God, your prayer life, your worship practice, and your 

fellowship with other believers.  You were uniquely created by God.  Your relationship with him 

will be uniquely yours; however, the foundational document that all Christians depend on is the 

Bible. 

 

 



Salvation 
 

esus saves.  You’ve likely heard this phrase many times.  Salvation is the process of being 

saved by Jesus.  But what exactly are you being saved from?  Before you become a 

Christian, you need to understand this basic truth.  The best place to start is at the beginning. 

In the Beginning 

Most people know the story of Adam and Eve, the first human beings created by God.  Many 

people may not realize that Adam and Eve were created as eternal beings.  Like God, Adam and 

Eve were designed to live forever.  Then, in the Garden of Eden, God gave Adam and Eve a test.  

He told them to obey his instructions and stay away from a certain fruit tree.  What Adam and 

Eve didn’t know is that there was someone else in the garden looking to push them in the wrong 

direction.  This someone else was the devil who revealed himself as a serpent and convinced Eve 

to eat from the fruit tree God instructed her to stay away from.  Adam soon followed in her 

footsteps.  When God discovered their disobedience, he banned them from the Garden of Eden 

and removed their ability to live eternally. Our death sentence was perpetrated by the devil’s 

deception. 

Keep in mind this was no surprise to God.  God knew the devil would have his way with Adam 

and Eve.  God knew the human race would be sentenced to death.  Nowhere in the Bible does it 

explicitly say why God put humans on this path to destruction.  Nowhere in the Bible does it 

explicitly say why God allows the devil to have his way with us.  But everywhere in the Bible we 

are told there is a battle between good and evil being carried out in our world and it is up to us to 

choose sides.  When Adam and Eve made a choice to disobey God’s instructions and listen to the 

lies of the devil, they were doomed and all of humanity was assigned a time to die. 

After the Deception 

For reasons we may never fully understand, God has placed the human race in the middle of a 

battle between good and evil.  For hundreds of years after Adam and Eve, God gave humans 

instructions on how to become holy again.  A large part of this instruction included shedding the 

blood of animals as payment for disobedience.  By shedding the blood of animals, God granted 

forgiveness from disobedience.  While it is never directly stated in the Bible, it seems clear that 

God wants the human race to face the devil on a regular basis and when the devil gets the best of 

us, he wants us to seek forgiveness from him by recognizing the awesome power found in the 

life-giving essence of blood.  If you choose the selfish path of the devil, you choose death.  If 

you choose to obey God, you choose the life-giving power found in the blood. 
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Our Eternal Existence 

Stop right now and consider eternity.  Forever is an enormously long time.  Our life here in this 

world is a microscopic speck in all eternity.  God has placed us in this battle between good and 

evil for a reason.  It is most likely to develop our ability to endure eternity.  God doesn’t want to 

release us out into all eternity unprepared.  While it would be possible for God to instantly 

empower us with all the knowledge needed to navigate eternity, he has decided in his ultimate 

wisdom that it would be far better for us to experience evil on our own.  Most of us have 

experienced this kind of situation in our everyday lives.  It’s always more valuable to learn 

something from personal experience than to simply be given the answer.  God has placed us in 

this world to learn to overcome evil.  If evil wins, you die.  If you overcome evil and follow 

Jesus, you win and revert back to your original design that includes eternal life. 

How to Find Jesus 

There is some debate in the Christian community about whether or not you find Jesus or Jesus 

finds you.  The truth is it’s a little bit of both.  If you’re reading this book with an open heart 

seeking to know Jesus, chances are he has found you and placed you on this path.  If you’re 

reading this book with a closed heart and a closed mind seeking to discredit every word and 

reveal it all as rubbish, chances are you are still trapped in the devil’s snares.  Your search for 

Jesus begins with your faith in his position as the Son of God. 

“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”   

Hebrews 11:6 

If you truly have faith, Jesus is not hard to find.  He is with you at this moment.  When you 

confess to him your understanding that you are a flawed human in need of a Savior, when you 

humble yourself before God and accept him as the ultimate power in the universe, when you 

have turned away from your disobedience in the pursuit of following Jesus – you will be saved. 

“If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and 

it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.” 

Romans 10:9-10 

Jesus and God are one and the same.  When you position yourself on a path to follow Jesus, you 

are accepting God’s commandments which are all fulfilled by a commitment to love God and to 

love your neighbor.  This commitment to filter all your actions through a sincere loving spirit is 

the essence of your Christian existence.  Once you have put your faith in Jesus, your next step is 

to “profess your faith” by telling others about your decision to become a Christian.   

 



Professing Your Faith 

Your decision to follow Jesus is something that needs to be shared with others in order to be 

validated and set in motion.  Many people come to Christ at church or privately with a Christian 

friend leading them in prayer.   In those situations, your profession of faith is built into the 

process.  If you have taken this step just now; or at some other private moment, you must seek 

out a Christian friend, family member, or if need be, the pastor at your local Christian church, to 

profess your faith. Share your good news and pray together in celebration of your transition into 

the kingdom of God.  Your public confession will flip the switch that connects you to the family 

of Christian believers known in the Bible as the “body of Christ.”   

Your next step in professing your faith should be to seek out an opportunity to be baptized.  Your 

salvation does not depend on baptism.  Your faith alone is all that is needed for salvation. 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith— 

and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”   

Ephesians 2:8 

Baptism is simply another public profession of your faith and serves to energize your new life as 

a follower of Jesus Christ.  There is nothing you can personally do to be saved.  God has done it 

all.  Jesus Christ went to the cross and paid the penalty for your transgressions with his blood.  

He then demonstrated his power over death by his resurrection three days later.  God has allowed 

the devil to perpetrate his evil ways in this world, but has provided a way for all of us to 

overcome the devil’s manipulated death sentence by sending his Son to die on the cross on our 

behalf.  Our salvation is our victory over evil.  We are not given this opportunity for salvation 

because we are good people, or because we do good things, or because we follow some religious 

ritual – we receive salvation because God loves us – salvation is a completely unearned gift from 

God. 

What Do I Say to be Saved? 

There are no specific words that need to be said to receive salvation.  If you understand all that 

you have read thus far in this chapter, you have all the knowledge you need to be saved.  If you 

search the Internet for the “Sinner’s Prayer” you will find several examples of suggested words 

to use when approaching God for your salvation.  There’s nothing wrong with using any of these 

scripted prayers.  What’s important is what’s in your heart.  Words without a sincere heart are 

empty and meaningless.  What’s needed is an honest conversation with God.  Let him know that 

you are sorry for all the evil things you have done in your life.  Let him know that you are 

completely helpless to overcome the devil without him.  Let him know that you have trusted 

Jesus Christ and the work he accomplished on the cross.  Let him know that you are turning your 

back on the devil and are committed to following Jesus every day going forward.  Thank God for 

sending his son.  Thank Jesus for going to the cross on your behalf.  Pray this all in the Holy 

name of Jesus.  Amen. 



“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven  

given to mankind by which we must be saved.”   

Acts 4:12 

The Holy Spirit 

Once you have placed your faith in Jesus Christ and prayed to God for salvation, you will be 

saved and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  For some, this is a profound physical experience that 

may include anything from tears to vivid visions that seem completely real.  For others, there is 

nothing more than a calm understanding that the work is done.  No matter what your experience 

is, if you have a sincere heart when you pray for salvation you can be certain the work is done 

and the Holy Spirit has taken up residence inside of you. 

“When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,  

who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance  

until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.” 

Ephesians 1:13-14 

From this point forward, the Holy Spirit will be guiding you with a subtle internal voice that will 

nudge you in the right direction.  Keep in mind, you still live in a body that is prone to follow the 

devil’s deception, and it will be up to you to identify his misdirection.  You still have a choice.  

The Holy Spirit will assist you in your discernment of the devil’s schemes, but it will be up to 

you to make each and every decision.  You have been saved and guaranteed eternal life with 

Jesus; however, for the time being you remain in a world controlled by the devil. 

“We know that we are children of God,  

and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.” 

1 John 5:19 

Until Jesus returns, we are still on a training mission to learn how to identify and deal with evil.  

Every day of our life in this world will include choices between good and evil.  As followers of 

Jesus, we have the Holy Spirit directing us and protecting us from evil; nevertheless, the devil 

will never stop trying to have his way. 

“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil  

prowls around like a roaring lion  

looking for someone to devour.” 

1 Peter 5:8 

Heavenly Father, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, I worship and adore you.  Thank you for all you 

have done in my life.  Thank you for all you have provided for me.  I am truly greatly blessed.  

Father forgive me for my transgressions and my weakness.  Give me strength to overcome the 

evil in this world.  Thank you for sending your Holy Spirit to guide me.  Father today I pray that 



you will wrap your arms around all those reading this book today.  Father I pray that you will let 

your presence be known to each of them in a special way.  Allow those who are lost to see your 

light shining in the words on this page.  Empower those who know you to be used on your behalf 

each and every day.  I pray all those reading these words will be richly blessed by your presence 

in their life.  In Jesus most precious name, I pray.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Growing in the Lord 
 

nce you’ve trusted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you have planted the seed from 

which your Christian life will grow.  Your proclamation of faith has proven that your 

roots are planted in good soil and with a good amount of sunshine and water you should 

begin growing.  At the beginning of the Christian church, the apostle Peter wrote a letter to help 

believers grow in the Lord.  By following Peter’s advice you can be certain your roots will sink 

deep into the soil, your branches will reach toward the sun, and you will produce good fruit. 

“Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to 

knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and 

to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in 

increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

2 Peter 1:5-8 

As you can see from Peter’s instruction, faith is only the starting point of your walk with Jesus.  

Peter tells us there are several things we need to add to our faith to make sure it is effective and 

productive.  You will need to feed, water, and cultivate these attributes to continue in a healthy 

growth pattern. 

Goodness 

We live in a world that is full of compromise.  Many believe there is no absolute right or wrong.  

There is a suggestion that what’s right for one is not always right for another.  The truth is God 

has established clear boundaries between right and wrong which are fully articulated in the pages 

of the Bible.  Much of this understanding has been written in our hearts by God.  We all know 

it’s wrong to murder, steal, and lie.  Yet there are some who make excuses for each of those 

obvious misdeeds.  You cultivate “goodness” by focusing on that which is identified in the Bible 

as the “fruit of the Spirit.”  There are many laws in the Bible that identify wrongdoing, but there 

is no law against the fruit of the Spirit. 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” 

Galatians 5:22-23 

As you can see, goodness is part of the list; when paired with all the rest, you can do no wrong.  

It takes a good deal of effort to focus your life on these attributes; however, it’s hard not to 

achieve a positive outcome when your life is pointed in this direction. 
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Knowledge 

As in all endeavors, continuing education is a key source of growth in your Christian life.  The 

Bible is an enormous book that is frequently manipulated by unscrupulous individuals for 

personal gain.  If you don’t study the Bible on your own, it will be impossible for you to discern 

honest teachers from false teachers.  You can’t stand firm in your faith if you’re unsure of the 

details of its structure.  You have to find a way to study the Bible that works for you and stick 

with it on a regular basis. 

Bible study is discussed in detail in chapter two, but the Bible is not your only source of 

knowledge.  Your own life may be your greatest source of knowledge.  When you live a Christ-

centered life, you will see everything in a new way.  If you take the time to carefully evaluate the 

events in your life, it is likely you will gain enormous wisdom from the internal teaching of the 

Holy Spirit.  As a Christian, God is directing your life in a way that will help you grow.  Don’t 

miss his instruction. 

Self-Control 

We live in a sinful world and the bodies we inhabit are prone to lustful desire.  The devil knows 

how to entice and misdirect.  As a Christian we need to avoid the temptation of the devil and 

listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit directing us away from our tendency to seek the things the 

world is peddling.  Christians have no room for excess.  Christians should be all about 

moderation. 

“I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial.  

“I have the right to do anything”—but I will not be mastered by anything.” 

1 Corinthians 6:12 

There are no restrictions to your Christian life other than those imposed on yourself.  It’s up to 

you to decide what you will do and how often or in what quantity you will partake.  The key is to 

remain in control.  If something has become habitual or even worse addictive, you have gone too 

far.  You have lost your self-control.  God has given you freedom specifically so that you will 

have the opportunity to master self-control. 

Perseverance 

As a follower of Jesus, you should know for certain you are in good hands.  True believers are 

not complainers expecting instant gratification.  True believers develop peaceful patience that 

willingly waits for the promises of God to materialize.  Cultivating your spiritual endurance is an 

important part of growing in the Lord. 

When you become a Christian it is not a ticket to a perfect life – far from it.  Trials and 

tribulation are an important part of the Christian life.  Difficult times are by far the best way to 

grow in the Lord.  God does not promise Christians they will be without trouble, but he does 



promise he will be with you every step of the way.  If you look back on your life, you will 

discover that some of the most important lessons learned came from challenging times.  As a 

Christians, those lessons will now be more profound as their spiritual component is revealed. 

Godliness 

The ultimate goal of every believer is to be like Jesus.  We will never fully attain this goal in our 

lifetime in this world, but that is the benchmark we strive to achieve.  These seven traits that the 

apostle Peter has provided for us in this lesson are the key to cultivating godliness.  When we 

live our lives following this instruction, we move closer and closer to God each day. 

When your life is filled with the fruit of the spirit and your mind is loaded with the wisdom of 

the Bible, you will move rapidly toward the godliness you desire.  When you execute your Holy 

Spirit empowered self-control and you persevere through a mountain of adversity, you will feel 

the awesome power of your godliness.  Your Christian life should be a complex collection of 

deliberate actions taken by you with the specific purpose of developing your godliness. 

Mutual Affection 

The stress of everyday life in this world often makes it difficult to be kind in all situations.  The 

competitiveness of work and school can disrupt our desire to be kind.  If we truly desire to 

follow in the footsteps of Jesus, we have to turn off our aggressive nature and filter everything 

we do through the heart of God.  How we treat each other is of paramount importance.  When 

Jesus was asked what is the most important commandment of God he said that it was to love God 

and love your neighbor.  Our growth as Christians depends on this directive. 

Christian godliness is a heart dedicated to serving others.  Every person we encounter throughout 

our day is an opportunity to provide service.  Christians should not be looking for what they can 

get from others, but what they can give.  We grow in the Lord when we constantly look for ways 

to serve our family members, our friends, those we work with, those we attend school with, and 

those we come into contact with during our everyday life.   

Love 

Love is the most important of all these traits.  Love is the element that needs to be included in 

every step.  Nothing in the Christian life can grow without love.  And your love must be 

unconditional.  Christians should be devoted to others well-being regardless of the cost.  

Christians should be devoted to the well-being of others even when their efforts are 

unappreciated or even shunned.  Christian love should be pure and undefiled.  God has so much 

love for you that he sent his only son to die on a cross to pay for your transgressions.  Jesus had 

so much love for you that he willingly went to the cross on your behalf.  There is no greater love. 

 



“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to 

lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.” 

John 15:12-14 

Jesus commanded us to love one another.  When we follow his command, we become his friend.  

Jesus wants to be in an intimate friendship with every Christian.  When you look back on these 

seven steps, you have a precise formula for friendship with Jesus.  These seven steps are the 

tools needed to properly cultivate your ability to grow in the Lord. 

You Are in Control 

Your growth as a Christian is totally dependent on you.  Your roots will sink deep into the soil, 

your branches will reach toward the sun, and you will produce good fruit when you diligently 

pursue the seven traits outlined above.  There’s nothing easy about being a follower of Jesus 

Christ.  Our walk with the Lord is a lifetime journey full of difficult moments.  Every day we are 

challenged to live up to our commitment to focus our life on growing in the Lord. 

Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not 

be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position.  

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 

2 Peter 3:17-18 

Don’t let this world push you around.  In the next chapter, we will talk in-depth about the devil 

and how he will attempt to point you off in the wrong direction.  For now, just know that you 

have an adversary and it’s up to you to stay focused on the seven growth factors outlined here. 

Weeds 

Don’t be intimidated by this challenge to grow in the Lord.  You are not alone.  The Holy Spirit 

is with you – God is with you – every step of the way.  If you’ve ever done any gardening you 

know that even the best maintained flower bed will eventually get some weeds.  Jesus says that 

the kingdom of heaven is like a field planted with good seed that has been infiltrated by an 

enemy who came along in the night and intermingled bad seed into the field. 

“Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed 

in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came  

and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away.” 

Matthew 13:24-25 

In this parable, the field owner elects to let the bad seed remain and grow along with the good 

seed because trying to remove the bad seeds before they are grown will only make things worse 

for the good seed.  This parable gives us an insight into the cat and mouse game being played by 

God and the devil.  In the end, the devil’s disruption will be destroyed and the Lord’s harvest 



will be undamaged.  As a Christian, you are part of that harvest and the Lord is not going to let 

anything happen to you.  It seems clear from this parable that God has determined that the 

experience of mingling good and evil will be to our overall advantage.  Our eternal existence 

must somehow be enhanced by the experience of sorting through good and evil on a daily basis. 

Your Christian growth process will not be without disruption.  You’re going to have to deal with 

some weeds.  Don’t be frustrated when things aren’t going along perfectly.  This is all part of 

God’s plan.  Keep following the steps outlined above and you’ll continue to grow to full maturity 

in the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Know the Enemy 
 

he number one thing you need to know about the devil, also known as Satan, is the 

simple fact that he wants you to believe he doesn’t exist.  He has been largely successful 

in this regard.  Much of the world believes the devil is a work of fiction.  Even many 

Christians, who should be well aware of Satan’s reputation and place in God’s grand plan, often 

discount him as a fantasy figure designed to represent the evil in the world.  Any casual reading 

of the Bible should convince you that Satan is real and actively at work in our world. 

“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live 

when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, 

the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.” 

Ephesians 2:1-2 

Before you become a Christian, you are under the devil’s control.  There is a spiritual war raging 

between good and evil and you are either on one side or the other.  If you’re not a follower of 

Jesus, you are a follower of Satan.  Even if you hold no overt allegiance to him, Satan is in the 

background of your life keeping you fat and happy in his world. 

Christians should not fear the devil.  For those of us who are believers, the battle has already 

been won when Jesus went to the cross on our behalf and rose again on the third day.  The final 

outcome of this battle between good and evil is well established and Satan knows his demise is 

coming.  

“Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them!   

But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you!   

He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” 

Revelation 12:12 

Christians are guided and protected by the Holy Spirit.  Christians have power over Satan.  But 

that does not mean we will be trouble free.  We will still be attacked by the devil and we need to 

be aware of his devious methods. 

How Satan Attacks Christians 

The devil will look for opportunities to disrupt or destroy a believer’s spiritual life.  Satan is 

unable to eliminate Christians so he tries to limit our ability to spread the gospel.  He wants to 

keep us from rescuing those under his control.  Satan will accomplish this goal by making 

individual Christians believe they are incapable of sharing the gospel with others.  Or he may 

actually assist Christians when he can see that their plans will be totally fruitless to begin with.  

The devil is a master at misdirection and can easily get you going down the wrong road.  
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Another tactic he uses against Christians is to stimulate division by pointing two people working 

on the same task in two different directions.  And finally, the devil is the number one mentor of 

all false teachers who are preaching something other than the true gospel of the Bible. 

How Satan Attacks Non-Christians 

The devil is happy to help false teachers grow their church.  Anyone teaching something other 

than the gospel will have lots of help from Satan.  The devil also perpetuates the notion that God 

is an authoritative task-master who just wants to control your life.  He will paint a picture of 

Christians as judgmental and offensive to distract unbelievers from befriending them.  The 

devil’s skill at distraction will keep unbelievers away from anything that might open their eyes to 

the Lord.  Finally, death is the devil’s tool used to scare people into pursuing their selfish desires 

before the grim reaper arrives.  This is one of the great advantages of being a Christian – we no 

longer need to fear death. 

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he 

might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—  

and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 

Hebrews 2:14-15 

The Christian’s Advantage over Satan 

There are over 2 billion Christians on earth today and who knows how many billions more have 

existed throughout time.  In the battle between good and evil, we seem to be holding our own.  

Our victories can be attributed to several advantages we have over the devil. 

The Power of God  

It’s impossible to overstate the awesome power of God.  Christians have access to this power by 

following the teachings of Jesus.  When we dedicate our lives to serving God by serving others, 

we are directly connected to the power of God. 

“For who in the skies above can compare with the Lord? 

Who is like the Lord among the heavenly beings? 

In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared; 

he is more awesome than all who surround him.” 

Psalm 89:6-7 

It’s important to remember we are in training for our eternal existence.  Our confrontations with 

evil are an important part of that training.  God is not going to be out front running a block 

against Satan for us.  God wants us to stand firm against the devil and he will be right behind us 

to make certain we achieve victory. 

 



God’s Grace 

Our salvation is a gift from God.  We are saved by God’s grace.  Grace is the unmerited or 

undeserved favor from God for those who deserve to die in their sin and transgressions.  It is this 

unmerited grace that gives us a distinct advantage over Satan.  Many of our misdeeds are 

overlooked by God and we are granted success beyond what we deserve.  While the devil has to 

face the repercussions of his every blunder, Christians are blessed with a forgiving father who is 

more than willing to lend a helping hand. 

The Truth of God’s Word 

When confronting his opponents, Jesus described their affiliation with the devil in this way: 

You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires.  

He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. 

When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

John 8:44 

There is nothing better with which to stand against the devil than the Word of God.  The truth 

found in the pages of the Bible totally destroys Satan’s every argument.  Those who are deeply 

rooted in the Word of God are the most capable opponents of the devil.  Your greatest protection 

against the schemes of the devil is the truth found in the pages of the Bible. 

The Devil’s Repetitive Nature 

Satan is not very creative.  He tends to use the same tactics over and over again.  Of course he 

has learned to adapt to our modern culture, but for the most part he is following the same 

formula of distraction and manipulation.  Anything that deviates from the truth found in the 

pages of the Bible is likely a scheme of the devil.  With careful study of the Word of God we will 

be able to see the devil coming from a mile away.  At that point, we turn to the Holy Spirit for 

guidance and protection. 

Satan’s Advantage over Christians 

It may sound like Christians have nothing to fear in regard to the devil because of the above list 

of advantages; however, that simply is not the case.  The devil has some formidable advantages 

over Christians that we need to be aware of. 

Experience 

Satan has been around since the beginning.  He was there in the Garden of Eden.  Satan has 

manipulated and misdirected every human being since that time.  Satan has encountered every 

situation imaginable and likely has hundreds of different angles from which to approach every 

problem that comes his way.  We are absolute beginners in comparison. 



Intelligence 

Satan is an angelic being who possess extraordinary wisdom and understanding.  No human even 

comes close to the intellect of Satan.  We are unable to out-think the devil without God’s help.  

While we may be able to predict his next move, it is possible he will make that move in a way 

that far exceeds our ability to understand what he is doing.  Satan, without question, has the 

ability to out-think all of us. 

Demons 

Satan has a vast army of evil demons at his disposal.  Satan is not omnipresent like God – 

meaning he can’t be everywhere at once – but he has so many demons working with him he can 

easily cover the globe.  The Bible never precisely describes the powers of demons or exactly 

how many there are, but it seems safe to say there’s one or more in close proximity to you at this 

very moment. 

Spirit Beings 

Satan and his minions are spirit beings. This means they are invisible unless they want to be 

seen.  This is hard to get a handle on because we simply don’t know when or where these spirit 

beings are in operation.  It may become obvious after they’ve done their work, but it makes it 

impossible to see them coming. 

Organization 

Satan seems to command a well-organized, multi-tiered fighting force.  In the book of Ephesians 

we learn that the devil has rulers, authorities, powers, and spiritual forces all working together. 

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,  

against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world  

and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 

Ephesians 6:12 

We can only imagine that the rulers are those attacking us, and the authorities are likely their 

commanders.  The powers of this dark world might be the generals directing the operation. And 

the spiritual forces of evil could be the architects of the worldwide assault.  This organization is 

in stark contrast to our Christian brothers and sisters that are divided into thousands of 

denominations all going in different directions. 

Where do we go from Here? 

I hope you can see the devil is not something to be discounted as a fictional character or thing of 

the past.  The devil is real and has an army working with him to flat out destroy you.  We have to 

take this threat seriously and plan accordingly.  It’s important for Christians to be able to identify 

the devil’s distractions and take action as needed.  We may not see him coming, but we can take 



corrective measures once his scheme has been discovered.  If we stay close to God and well-

schooled on the Word of God, we will be appropriately protected. 

For the most part, Christians don’t need to dwell on this battle against the devil.  Now that you 

have been made aware of how the devil works, you can put this knowledge in the back of your 

mind and return your focus to following Jesus.  As followers of Jesus Christ, our primary 

concern should be serving God by serving others.  By staying close to God in this way, we can 

be sure he will alert us to any demonic activity that threatens our progress.  Through the power 

of the Holy Spirit, we will be given options to subvert the devil’s attacks and the power to 

overcome.  We are the most powerful when our hearts and minds are focused on God.   The devil 

wants you to be distracted by his efforts.  Don’t give him the satisfaction. 

“Set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  

Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 

 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” 

Colossians 3:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fellowship 
 

ost people understand fellowship to be a friendly association with people who share 

common interests.  Christian fellowship goes a little deeper than that; Christian 

fellowship includes a shared inheritance in the kingdom of heaven.  As Christians, 

our fellowship begins with our faith in Jesus Christ. 

“God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

1 Corinthians 1:9 

As believers, we share an eternal destiny.  As believers, we share the extraordinary experience of 

being transformed into a child of God.  Our shared reverence for the Word of God connects us in 

a bond that goes well beyond a “friendly association.”  In addition, we all have the Holy Spirit 

working inside of us to foster a much more profound connection. 

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 

2 Corinthians 13:14 

Christian fellowship even goes beyond the fellowship you might have with your own family.  As 

Christians, we are connected together as one body with Jesus Christ as the head.  In the Bible, 

Christians are called the “body of Christ” and we will talk more about that in the next chapter. 

The First Christians 

Soon after Jesus left his apostles to spread the gospel and grow the Christian church, Jesus’ 

followers began forming groups dedicated to the teachings of Jesus.  Try to imagine if you can 

what it would have been like to personally know Jesus in the way the apostles knew him.  Try to 

imagine what it would have been like to see Jesus after he was resurrected or to simply know 

someone who walked with Jesus or witnessed his death and resurrection.  Imagine if you can 

what it would have been like to see the miracles of Jesus or the miracles of the apostles working 

on behalf of Jesus.  The energy and devotion in these early Christian groups must have been 

enormous.  In the book of Acts, we discover a core ingredient in these meetings was fellowship.  

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,  

to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” 

Acts 2:42 

We find in this one verse the basic ingredients of being a follower of Jesus.  First, the apostles 

were teaching all about Jesus and everything Jesus had taught them.  Essentially this was Bible 

study.  The second component of their encounter is listed as fellowship.  They were bonded 

together in their shared love for Jesus and each other. This fellowship included eating meals 
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together and praying together.  This is a perfect model for us to follow in our pursuit of Christian 

fellowship. 

Isolation is a Bad Idea 

Trying to live out your faith alone is a bad idea.  When we are cut off from other believers, we 

are placing ourselves in dangerous waters.  As we follow Jesus we need to stay connected to 

other believers in the same way a scuba diver needs to stay connected to his air supply.  Other 

Christians are essentially the air we breathe as believers.  The world we live in is full of 

distraction and we can easily be pulled in the wrong direction, away from our faith, if we neglect 

our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Our mission is to support and engage other believers in 

Christian fellowship in order to keep each other spiritually healthy. 

The Danger Zone 

As Christians, it’s impossible to go through life without a number of friends who are unbelievers.  

Jesus himself spent a great deal of time with unbelievers.  Nevertheless, a line needs to be drawn 

at some point.  Careful consideration needs to be given when relationships take on a more 

serious nature.  Dating unbelievers with the intention of developing a deeper relationship is a trip 

into the danger zone.  Another potentially dangerous relationship would be for a Christian to start 

a business with an unbeliever.  Of course, every individual has to evaluate these situations on a 

person-by-person basis, but there is no question some extra thought needs to be applied to these 

kinds of relationships. 

“Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  

For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?  

Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?” 

2 Corinthians 6:14 

It is fairly common for Christians to get caught up in the world of their unbelieving friends.  

When unbelievers go out drinking, there is no spiritual connection that keeps them from 

travelling down an excessive path.  If you’re hanging out with people like this and occasionally 

overindulge yourself, you are moving off in the wrong direction.  In this same way, there are any 

number of other activities that seem normal to unbelievers that Christians who are truly seeking 

to follow Jesus, should avoid.  The devil knows how to get you into a situation that will break 

down your spiritual defenses, so be careful where you go and who you travel with. 

“If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, 

 we lie and do not live out the truth.” 

1 John 1:6 

Healthy relationships with unbelievers are essential to spreading the gospel; however, in all our 

relationships with unbelievers we need to maintain control.  If we allow our unbelieving friends 



to take control, we may be placing our relationship with God in jeopardy.  Listen to the Holy 

Spirit and travel a road that remains in the light of Jesus. 

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,  

we have fellowship with one another,  

and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” 

1 John 1:7 

Christian Fellowship Starts with Jesus 

For Christians to have meaningful fellowship with other believers, they must continuously spend 

time cultivating their relationship with Jesus.  Christian faith is not something you only do on 

Sunday or during established Christian events.  It is an all or nothing proposition.  God wants all 

of you.  There is no such thing as a part-time Christian. 

“We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship  

with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” 

1 John 1:3 

Attending church or some other less formal worship service in order to move closer to Jesus is a 

good place to start your fellowship.  Bible study with one or more other believers is a great way 

to fellowship.  Sharing a meal with a group of believers is another wonderful way to fellowship.  

All of these things are reflected in the life of Jesus.  When we follow in his footsteps, we are 

always on the right path. 

Your Fellow Christians Need You 

Whenever I read a survey about why people don’t attend church or a regular worship service, 

one of the top answers is always “because there are too many hypocrites who attend.”  It may be 

true that there are a lot of people who attend a worship service on Sunday and lead a completely 

different life the rest of the week.  In my mind, that is not an argument for staying away; it is an 

argument for attendance.  Those who have lost their way or who never truly gave themselves to 

the Lord need to be in the presence of committed believers.  If you are avoiding attending a 

Sunday worship service because of the hypocrites, you are missing an opportunity to help those 

who need your example and guidance.  I might also argue you are not a fully committed believer 

if you are not taking advantage of this opportunity.   

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,  

especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” 

Galatians 6:10 

Christian fellowship is not about you.  Christian fellowship is about how you can support and 

encourage your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  We need to take every opportunity to 

engage other believers even if they are only marginal believers – maybe even especially if they 



are marginal believers.  Standing together, working together, worshiping together, praying 

together, is how we build up the body of Christ.  If we neglect this aspect of our faith, we are 

dramatically limiting our ability to serve God by serving others. 

United in Love 

A common purpose and vision is essential for followers of Jesus Christ to achieve the work of 

God.  When everyone is moving in a different direction, the body of Christ is disjointed and 

rendered ineffective.  Together we can accomplish great things in the name of God.  Together 

our power is magnified many-fold.  God designed us to work together. 

“I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you,  

but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.” 

1 Corinthians 1:10 

All believers stand united on the one foundational miracle that provides for our salvation – the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Our faith in Jesus is the starting point for our coming together.   

“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:  

that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  

that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.” 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

We all agree that by the grace of God through our faith in Jesus Christ, we have been forgiven of 

our sins and granted the gift of eternal life.  We were all sentenced to die as a result of our sin 

and thanks to God, we have been provided with a redeemer – the penalty for our sin has been 

erased. 

“But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, 

 just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness  

to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Romans 5:20-21 

On the other side of our salvation, is a duty to God to do good work in unity and harmony.  Our 

assurance of eternal life provides us a firm foundation from which to carry out God’s work.  

Jesus provided us with simple to understand instructions – love one another.  If we are working 

together for that purpose, we are absolutely on the right path. 

“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm.  

Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,  

because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 

1 Corinthians 15:58 



Throughout the Word of God, we are given clear instructions to help those in need, to serve God 

by serving others, and to give everything we can in service to God.  More than anything else, the 

Bible is the tool we should depend on to bring all believers together for the common goal to 

serve God by loving one another. 

Serving God Together is the Ultimate Fellowship 

The more we work together, the more we can accomplish.  God is watching and he doesn’t want 

us disjointed, but united in our common goal. 

“Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.  

Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence,  

I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit,  

striving together as one for the faith of the gospel.” 

Philippians 1:27 

Individual believers should be working together with other believers.  Small groups of believers 

should be working together with other small groups.  Churches should be working together with 

other churches.  The best way to spread the gospel is by serving others with the love the Holy 

Spirit provides.  Working together, we can overwhelm the world with God’s love. 

“Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his 

love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy 

complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind.” 

Philippians 2:1-2 

The only way we can be “one in spirit and of one mind” is to spend time together in Christian 

fellowship, working together to accomplish God’s will.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through the watchful eye of God the Father, and through the awesome sacrifice of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, we have been tasked with fulfilling God’s desire for us to spread the gospel 

by serving others with love. 

 

 

 

 

 



Your Place in the Body of Christ 
 

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 

1 Corinthians 12:27 

 

od’s creation is a complex machine of which you are an important part.  As a believer, 

you are part of the body of Christ, with him as the head directing and controlling all the 

connecting members.  Each of us has a specific role to play.  God has placed you where 

he your need to be and has given you the tools to accomplish your mission.  Your service to God 

is solely dependent on your devotion to him and your adherence to following his instructions. 

“Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who 

is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 

supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” 

Ephesians 4:15-16 

As a new Christian, finding your place in the body of Christ may take some time as you grow 

and mature in the Lord.  Initially, your place may be to simply receive instruction.  Over time, 

you will discover God’s plan for your participation in his effort and begin to take on more 

responsibility.  As you grow in your walk with Jesus, your place in the body of Christ will 

change and adapt to your talents and experiences. 

You are Unique 

One of the beautiful aspects of God’s creation is the fact that we are all different.  There aren’t 

any two people exactly alike.  We each have specific talents, abilities, and experiences that make 

us perfectly adapted to God’s desire for our life.  As followers of Jesus, a large portion of our 

mission is to share our faith with those around us.  This could be through direct spiritual 

counselling or it could be by simply exemplifying a dedicated Christian walk that others will see 

and admire.  Those people you come into contact with every day are not there by accident.  They 

are there for you to guide or be guided by – all in an effort to reach spiritual maturity. 

“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to 

equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all 

reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,  

attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 

Ephesians 4:11-13 
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When you look at your own body you see that each part is responsible for a specific task.  This is 

the case with the body of Christ as well.  There is no other believer who shares your life 

experience, your personal contacts, or your spiritual connection to God.  All of these things will 

factor into how God chooses to use you.  With that in mind, it’s important to constantly be 

looking for God’s direction in your life.  If your heart is filled with passion for a specific area of 

ministry, listen to that calling and pursue that mission at every opportunity. 

Your Talents 

Your specific talent may be very obvious but not everyone is greatly blessed with exceptional 

gifts.  If you excel in a specific area, use that gift to serve God as best you can without selling out 

to the world.  Understand that the world we live in is full of the devil’s manipulation and he will 

do anything to move you away from serving God.  If you’re a talented musician, artist, athlete, 

business developer, lawyer, doctor, or anything else you can think of, know that the devil will 

attempt to get you to use that talent for his purposes.  Money, power, and lust are the devil’s 

enticements.  Don’t allow the devil to convince you that any of those things are more important 

than your devotion to God. 

If your talent is more subtle, God has created you that way for a reason.  Supporting roles are just 

as important as dominate leadership roles.  In fact, leaders typically cannot function without a 

solid support structure.  Often those in support positions end up doing most of the work and 

receiving none of the glory.  That kind of humble service should be the most desired place to be 

for any Christian.  As believers, we want all the glory to go to God.  Dedicated hard work in 

service to God that goes unnoticed is one of the absolute best ways to demonstrate your loyalty 

to him. 

Unsure of Your Talents 

Most people know what it is they do well and can pursue their service to God accordingly; 

however, there are those who simply don’t feel they are gifted in any single area.  As a result, in 

an effort to find their place, they may seek to serve in areas they find attractive regardless of their 

inability to perform well in that area.  Trying new things is a good way to find your hidden 

talents; however, it’s also important to be able to recognize when your efforts are not producing 

good results.  Don’t be afraid to back away from something that’s not working out.  Don’t be too 

stubborn to admit when you aren’t as qualified as you’d like to be.  Keep exploring new avenues 

of service to God until something clicks and you know you have found your place in the body of 

Christ. 

Your Duty to Other Believers 

A primary concern of all followers of Jesus should be to aid, assist, and support other believers.  

As part of the body of Christ, you are not alone.  By design, you need the help of other believers 

to achieve your mission to minister to those people in your life who have been placed there by 



God for your spiritual growth.  Working together under the leadership of Christ, we can stand 

strong against the schemes of the devil and multiply the awesome power of God at our collective 

disposal.   

Cultivating Your Talents 

Those things that you do well and enjoy doing are your personal talents.  God has given each of 

us the ability to excel in some area of ministry.  You can identify your talents by looking back on 

your life and noting those times you felt particularly useful.  You may also ask those who are 

close to you to offer their opinion of where your talents are best used.,  Another approach would 

be to search for a Spiritual Gifts Survey online that will derive your talents based on a series of 

questions.  From a practical point of view, survey questions don’t specifically point to how well 

you might respond to any specific task currently opened to your participation.  Sometimes 

finding out where your talents lie is a matter of trial and error.  Look for available opportunities 

to assist in ministry, select those you have an interest in, and give them a try.  Over time, you 

will have a clear indication of where your talents can be of the most use. 

“For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 

same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the 

others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us.” 

Romans 12:4-6 

 

Serve God by Serving Others 

 

No matter what your spiritual gift or personal talent is, the goal is the same – serve God by 

serving others.  Sometimes we have to set our talent aside and simply do the work that’s in front 

of us.  If you’re a talented musician, serving in the worship band would be ideal, but perhaps 

what’s needed is more workers in children’s ministry.  Or maybe you have a gift for leadership 

and feel you could best be used building a team of small group leaders, but what’s needed is help 

painting the sanctuary.  Often our greatest gift and strongest talent is the ability to be flexible and 

serve where service is needed. 

 

“Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first  

must be the very last, and the servant of all.” 

Mark 9:35 

 

Explore All Possibilities 

 

As you become more involved in ministry and serving God by serving others, you will not only 

identify your personal talents but you will also develop new talents you didn’t know you had.  

Experience is by far the best teacher.  The more you do, the more you will know about yourself.  

The more you do, the more you will learn and grow to become useful in many areas you never 



dreamed of being part of your ministry.  A true disciple of Christ will make use of every 

opportunity to serve God by serving others.  There are no boundaries in providing service to 

God.  If the need is in front of you, do what you can to fill that need. 

 

“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you.  

Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,  

because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 

1 Corinthians 15:58 

 

Everyday Ministry 

 

Each day brings opportunity to minister to others.  There is no need to wait for a specific 

ministry job to become available; you can use your talents to minister to others on a daily basis.  

Start by offering encouragement to those in ministry who have helped you along the way.  

Church staff members are often overwhelmed by complaints and suggestions on how to better 

administer their service.  A simple note of thanks and encouragement for the hard work they are 

doing will be a blessing. Someone living alone in your neighborhood may be greatly blessed by a 

visit.  A young couple you know may be blessed by providing child care so they can have a night 

out.  A student may be blessed by you helping with their homework.  There are endless 

possibilities for service to others.  You will need to make an effort to identify where you can be 

of service and let it be known amongst your friends and family that you are available. 

 

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others,  

for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”   

Hebrews 13:16 

 

Volunteer 

 

There are many faith-based organizations that cannot survive without volunteers.  Likewise, 

there are many other service organizations that may not have a specific spiritual connection that 

are still doing God’s work serving others.  Serving at a food pantry or homeless shelter 

regardless of its religious affiliation, is still ministry.  We serve God by serving others not by 

serving some religious organization; a simple online search for opportunities to volunteer in your 

area will likely turn up several possibilities.  Pray for guidance and select a service project that is 

calling to your heart.  When you find yourself working outside of a setting designated as 

Christian, look for opportunities to share biblical truth without stepping beyond the boundaries of 

the organization you are working for. 

 

 

 



“If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,  

then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.” 

Isaiah 58:10 

 

Develop Your Own Ministry 

 

Once you have spent several years exploring your ministry talents, you may be called to develop 

your own personal ministry.  The Internet provides a worldwide opportunity to minister to others 

and there are many creative ways you can use all manner of social media to express your talents.  

Look around the community in which you live and identify where the needs are and where the 

ministry gaps exist.  Does your community need a food pantry to help those in need?  Is there a 

homeless population that is being ignored?  Do those seeking to know more about Jesus have an 

easily identified source for answers and guidance?  Are the elderly being properly cared for in 

your community?  Are there a number of people in your community who would like to go to 

church on Sunday but simply don’t have a way to get there?  As a disciple of Christ, your 

mission is to look for those in need and do everything possible to resolve that need.  The power 

of the Holy Spirit that resides in you is the same power that Jesus used in His ministry.  Take 

hold of that power and walk in the footsteps of Jesus until He returns. 

 

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 

I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.” 

Psalm 32:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Armor of God 
 

s a new Christian, you need to be ready for an attack from the enemy.  As we discussed 

in Chapter Five, the devil is real and he has demons roaming the world looking to block 

God’s work.  Fortunately, God has provided us with a host of tools to use in our battle 

with the devil.  You cannot overcome the devil with your own power and strength – you need the 

strength and power of God.  This is a spiritual battle and needs to be fought with the spiritual 

tools God provides. 

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God,  

so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.” 

Ephesians 6:10-11 

The Devil has an Army 

In Chapter Five we learned about the devil’s army which is outlined in Ephesians 6:12. We are 

told that we are in a spiritual battle against the rulers, authorities, and powers of this dark world 

which are the devil’s demons lined up like an army.  The rulers are likely the foot soldiers 

working in the hearts and minds of individuals like you.  The authorities are likely their 

commanders directing the operation.  The power of this dark world is likely the generals 

overseeing the master plan.  And finally, we are told about the spiritual forces of evil in heavenly 

realms, which are likely the architects of the worldwide assault.   

This well-organized operation is at work every day, dedicated to destroying the work of God.  

This attack is directed at all Christians; however, new believers are more vulnerable to the 

devil’s schemes since their spiritual understanding has not yet fully matured.  When we make use 

of the tools God has provided, we are empowered with everything we need to stand firm against 

the devil and his army. 

Put on the Armor of God 

“Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 

stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of 

truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your 

feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up 

the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” 

Ephesians 6:13-17 
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Belt of Truth 

Jesus Christ told us in John 14:6 that He is “the way, and the truth, and the life.”  Before we 

even think about standing toe-to-toe with the devil’s demons, we need the belt of truth which is 

Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. 

Breastplate of Righteousness 

There is no way for us to acquire righteousness other than salvation through Jesus Christ. Having 

washed away our sin by his death on the cross, Jesus supplies us with the breastplate of 

righteousness.  

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us,  

so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

Boots of Peace 

We are told in Luke 1:79 that the Jesus came “to guide our feet into the way of peace.”  The 

boots of peace are our foundation for battle.  We need our steps guided by Jesus Christ as His 

committed follower. 

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

1 Corinthians 3:11 

Shield of Faith 

The shield of faith will be used to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  We have 

seen faith play a major role as we put on the armor of God.  Jesus is the belt of truth that 

provides us with the breastplate of righteousness through salvation – the salvation which is a 

product of our faith. 

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,  

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Romans 5:1 

Helmet of Salvation 

Now we are told to take that salvation granted to us by the grace of God and wear it as our 

helmet.  The helmet protects your head where your mind resides.  Wearing the helmet of 

salvation will protect your mind from the devil’s attacks. 

 

 



Sword of the Spirit 

We are clearly told that the sword of the spirit is the Word of God.  As we put on the armor of 

God, we are preparing ourselves for battle.  Up until this point everything has been for defense.  

Now we go on offense with the Word of God. 

“Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone,  

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 

Matthew 4:4 

Prayer 

After we put on the armor of God, we are told to pray.  We are to pray for ourselves and pray for 

our brothers and sisters in Christ.  There is great power in prayer and it is another major 

offensive tool we are to use against the devil. 

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, 

be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Pray also for me, that whenever I 

speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for 

which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.” 

Ephesians 6:18-20 

The apostle Paul who wrote this section of scripture was himself a prisoner in Rome but he does 

not ask for prayer for his release from prison, but prayer for his ability to preach the gospel. Paul 

was standing firmly in his armor ready to swing the sword of the spirit – the Word of God.   

When you make a decision to focus your life on serving God, you become a target of the devil.  

If you are walking with Jesus, you have nothing to fear.  Your faith, by the grace of God, has 

brought you salvation and righteousness, allowing you the opportunity to put on the armor of 

God and stand firm with the Word of God and prayer just as the apostle Paul did a few thousand 

years ago. 

“You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them,  

because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.” 

1 John 4:4 

A Ready Servant 

Not only will the armor of God protect us from the devil’s distraction and manipulation, it will 

also prepare us for the return of Jesus. We don’t know when Jesus will return.  It truly could be 

at any moment.  We should all take this moment to check ourselves against the instructions 

found in the Word of God.  Jesus himself made it clear that the most important teaching is to 

love God with all your heart and to love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:36-40).  If we 

love God, we will demonstrate that love by serving others with love.  Every encounter we have 



with another human being should come from a place of love.  That’s a tall order.  The evil forces 

of the devil are all around us pushing us away from our loving spirit.  The armor of God will 

help us remain ready. 

“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning.” 

Luke 12:35 

When the master of a faithful servant is away, the faithful servant will remain ready for his return 

twenty-four-seven.  If you want to keep your job, you don’t want to be caught watching TV and 

lounging in the master’s chair, with a pile of dirty dishes in the sink and load of laundry still 

needing to be washed when he arrives home.  The best way to prove yourself worthy of your 

position is to keep everything tidy and prepared for the master’s return at any moment. Jesus tells 

us we should be ready servants. 

“Like servants waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet,  

so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him.”   

Luke 12:36  

As followers of Jesus, we eagerly wait for His return.  As His faithful servants, we need to be 

ready for His return at any moment.  Jesus has provided us with a detailed instruction book that 

supplies us with everything we need to know to prepare for His return.  If we have not yet 

studied the Bible, we should be diligently doing so when He arrives.  If we have already studied 

the Bible, we should be faithfully following the guidance found therein.   

What a glorious day it will be when Jesus returns.  There’s nothing we should want more than to 

be found to be a ready servant, protected by the armor of God, when he arrives.  Our vigilance 

will be rewarded by the ultimate servant, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

“It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes.  

Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve,  

will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them.” 

Luke 12:37 

Pushing the Devil Aside 

If we truly want Jesus to return and His kingdom to come, we need to be focused on following 

His instructions.  We need to let Jesus know we are busy preparing for His arrival; however, we 

have an extraordinarily crafty and capable enemy who is doing everything possible to keep us 

busy elsewhere.  Jesus simplified our mission when he commanded us to love God and love our 

neighbor.  Most Christians do a good job loving God, but we need to do a much better job 

pushing the devil aside in order to serve those in need. 

 



Be Shrewd as Snakes 

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.  

Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.” 

Matthew 10:16 

We need to share the love of God in every encounter we have throughout the day; but at the 

same time, we have to avoid the devil taking advantage of our willingness to serve.  For instance, 

if a large group of Christians puts their resources together to feed the local homeless population, 

much more can be accomplished than if each person is trying to feed the homeless on their own.  

This is one way the devil uses misdirection to weaken our power.  Feeding the homeless 

individually is a good thing – but a large group of Christians working together is likely far more 

effective.  Don’t let the devil send you off on your own and thereby weaken the Body of Christ. 

One on One 

There are times when working on our own is absolutely called for; however, the devil wants us 

to believe we are too busy to slow down and respond to the individuals we encounter with 

sincere love.  The devil puts people in our lives specifically designated to distract and drain our 

capacity to love.  As a result, we end up giving less to those most deserving.  We have to 

prioritize our efforts.  We each need to focus our time on those God has placed closest to our 

heart and do our best to direct others to another resource. 

“Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise,  

making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.” 

Ephesians 5:15-16 

Team Effort 

As pointed out above, when we work together we expand our capabilities exponentially.  When 

we stand together as a team for Jesus, our ability to block the efforts of the enemy is also greatly 

enhanced. Christians working together as a team deepens relationships and builds coalitions that 

can be called upon again and again to serve God efficiently.  In preparation for the return of 

Jesus, we should be maximizing our efforts by building effective teams whenever possible. 

“Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor:   

If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.” 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 

The Whole Body 

Ultimately, our greatest team effort will be our entire church congregation focused and dedicated 

to serving God by serving others.  Most churches have ongoing outreach programs, mission 

programs, and community service projects.  Too often, these ministries are only a small part of 



any overall church focus.  Our best preparation for the return of Jesus will include churches that 

are 100% dedicated to serving God by serving others every single day of the year.  Churches 

should be facilitating team efforts, one-on-one efforts, and whole congregation efforts to stand 

up for Jesus in service to those in need. 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,  

whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

 you did for me.” 

Matthew 25:40 

You Must Do Your Part 

None of us should be sitting around waiting for someone else to get the ball rolling.  Each and 

every one of us needs to be on mission twenty-four-seven.  The devil and his minions never 

sleep.  They are constantly looking for ways to distract and divide the Body of Christ.  When we 

are all passionately dedicated to serving God by serving others, diligently wearing our armor of 

God, we are an unstoppable force.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Be Prepared to Give an Answer 
 

 lot of Christians are uncomfortable sharing their faith with others, especially new 

Christians.  Both groups seem to have the same concern.  New Christians and mature 

Christians are afraid they will be asked a question for which they have no answer.  As 

believers we have an obligation to spread the gospel and let others know about the value of our 

relationship with Jesus.  We have been given an amazing gift from God and he does not want us 

to hide it under the bed.  He wants us to share that gift. 

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  

But do this with gentleness and respect.” 

1 Peter 3:15 

Talking about your faith can be awkward in certain situations.  There are those who are overtly 

hostile to anything related to the Bible or God.  It’s best to simply avoid these kinds of people if 

you are able to identify them in advance.  Discussions about your faith should be saved for 

people you know and trust who are open to the conversation.  Sharing your faith should be 

nothing like a sales pitch.  There is no set of Bible verses you need to remember, or established 

speech you need to practice in the mirror.  Sharing your faith is a simple matter of being open 

about your Christianity. 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God  

that brings salvation to everyone who believes.” 

Romans 1:16 

A great starting point might be when friends or family members ask about your weekend.  

Simply include the fact that you attended church, or some other worship service, small group, or 

prayer meeting that you like to frequent.   You don’t have to say any more than that unless 

questions come up; then just answer the questions.  You know the basics of the Gospel: it is 

because of sin that we die, Jesus came and paid the price for our sins, if we put our faith in him 

our sins are forgiven and we can live forever.  If you are a Christian that should be your simple 

understanding and you should be ready to share that message with anyone who is interested. 

“Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct,  

rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.” 

2 Timothy 4:2 
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Non Verbal Communication 

Who you are, how you respond to the needs of those around you, the way you approach life, the 

amount of love you share, are all expressions of your faith.  At work, at school, or in any other 

social situation – your respect for others, your honest communication, your integrity and 

commitment all play a role in exposing your Christian faith.  When you go the extra mile for 

others and do so with a joyful demeanor, people will want to know the source of your inner 

being.  Be ready.  Have an answer. 

Make Referrals 

We all have certain books, blogs, preachers, and other resources that have had a profound impact 

on our transformation to Christianity.  It’s a good idea to make a list of the best places to send 

friends and family who have questions you can’t answer or questions you feel you haven’t 

answered completely.  Offer to provide a book with more information or send an email with an 

appropriate link.  When those around us demonstrate they are hungry for knowledge about 

Christ, it is our duty to make certain they are well fed. 

Prayer 

Keep in mind you can’t bring anyone to Christ.  Salvation comes from God.  Of course, God 

may be using you to help deliver the message, but he is the one who will open the heart of an 

unbeliever.  To that end, praying for those people you come into contact with who have not yet 

found Jesus is a great way to start sharing your faith.  Keep a list of those people you care about 

and continually lift their name up to the Lord for his consideration.  At the same time, ask God to 

direct your steps and guide you in your evangelistic efforts. 

Your Testimony 

Your personal testimony is a powerful story that you know backwards and forwards.  Your 

testimony is probably the absolute best way for you to describe why you are a Christian.  You 

can put your testimony together in a three step process.  Start with what you were like before you 

found Jesus.  Next, describe your encounter with God and your conversion experience.  Finally, 

explain how your life is different after trusting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. 

It’s important for you to write out your testimony to help identify details you might otherwise 

miss in a casual conversation.  Say a prayer before you begin writing and ask for God’s help 

including all the important elements.  As in all writing, make a concerted effort to stay on topic 

and not ramble off into unnecessary territory.  Be specific.  Talk about your experience in a 

deeply personal way that includes all your feelings and emotions.  This may sound obvious, but 

the most important aspect of your testimony is that you are honest.  Don’t exaggerate or over 

dramatize your story to make it more interesting.  Share your simple truth. 



Taking the time to write out your testimony will give you a chance to experience your 

conversion once again from a new perspective.  This insight will provide you with a source of 

wisdom that will be valuable to you when answering the inquiries of unbelievers.  After writing 

your testimony, spend some time reading the testimonies of others.  What you may discover is 

that everyone comes to Jesus in a unique way.  With this understanding, you will come to realize 

there is no one-size-fits-all pattern for faith sharing. 

Evangelizing Online 

To a large degree, the Internet is like the wild-west – anything goes.  In many corners of the 

Internet, God is the last thing on anyone’s mind or digital palette.  Fortunately, there are many 

Christians who make a point of including God on whatever platform they frequent.  For those 

shy introverts, the Internet is a perfect place for faith sharing without any real social contact.   In 

addition, the Internet makes faith sharing easy.  Any question asked by an unbeliever can be 

quickly researched and a link can be provided with the best answer.  The faith sharing 

possibilities on the Internet are unlimited.  You can have an intimate conversation with someone 

online or create a blog and speak to thousands.  There are millions out there who do not yet know 

Jesus.  The Internet truly is a vehicle that can connect you with a large majority of those lost 

souls from around the world. 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest,  

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 

Luke 10:2 

An easy step anyone can take to share their faith on the Internet is to simply include a Bible 

verse every now and then in your social media postings.  Let people know that God plays an 

important role in your life.  When you plant seeds in this manner, they may find fertile soil and 

sprout into unbelievers seeking to know more about Jesus.  If you remain prepared, perhaps you 

will be able to guide those growing seekers closer to God. 

People Need to Know 

There are some common misconceptions about Christianity that a lot of unbelievers share.  It’s 

up to us who believe to correct these misconceptions whenever we have the opportunity.  Often 

this can be accomplished by simply letting people know we are Christians and living out a life 

that is contrary to their misconceptions.  In order for this to happen, we have to be open about 

our faith, and most importantly, we need to live out our faith without hypocrisy – which is one of 

the common misconceptions.  Of course, some who claim to be Christian do in fact live a life 

that suggest otherwise; but this is not true Christianity, and we need to do what we can to 

demonstrate hypocrisy is not the norm. 



People also need to know that Christianity is not a political agenda.  Christianity is about 

knowing God and following Jesus Christ.  There is no party affiliation designated for Christians.  

It should be pointed out that there are people on both sides of the aisle who are devoted to Christ.   

Another common misconception is that all Christians are alike.  Many unbelievers, who are not 

familiar with the thousands of different Christian denominations, have come to the conclusion 

that all Christians share identical beliefs.  This is perhaps the hardest thing for new Christians to 

navigate.  It should be pointed out that the one thing all Christians have in common is the Bible.  

Everything starts with the Word of God.  If you want to know the truth – start there. 

People also need to know that Christianity does not solve all your problems.  There is a common 

misconception that once you know Jesus, all your troubles will disappear.  This is not the case.  

In some cases your troubles will increase.  Our mission in this life is to experience all kinds of 

trouble in order to grow in spiritual wisdom in preparation for our eternal existence.  God does 

not promise Christians a trouble-free life, but he does promise to be with us every step of the 

way. 

There is another common misconception that Christians believe they are morally superior.  Of 

course, the truth is we are sinners just like everyone else.  Christian communities are far from 

perfect.  We face all of the same moral missteps as unbelievers; the only difference is we know 

the source of forgiveness. 

Evangelism is Complex 

Everything we’ve discussed in this chapter is part of evangelism.  We need to be prepared to give 

an answer to anyone asking about our faith.  We need to look for signals from those closest to us 

so that we can step in when it is clear they are seeking to know more.  In some cases, our actions 

will speak louder than our words.  A huge part of our faith sharing experience will be reflected in 

how we live out our faith day-by-day.  It should be obvious to others that our life is different.  

We should be sharing our faith non-verbally through our caring, kind, and loving demeanor. 

Evangelism involves preparation through diligent study of the Word of God.  That study should 

generate resources that will turn into tools for faith sharing.  Every hard question we for which 

we discovered a satisfying answer should be catalogued.  Books, online resources, videos, and 

even music that revealed truth to us will likely be useful to others as well.  It’s important for us 

to keep these things handy so that they can be shared when needed. 

People need to know the truth.  Misconceptions about Christians should be corrected whenever 

we have the opportunity.  By far the best way to point unbelievers in the right direction is to live 

out a Christian lifestyle commensurate with the teachings of Jesus.  When we truly walk with 

Jesus, it will show and others will want to join us.  We have been called by God to share our 

faith throughout the world.  Don’t think of this commission as something you do every now and 

then; think of faith sharing as an integral part of your everyday life as a believer. 



“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Living Life as a Christian 
 

n the previous chapters, we have gone step-by-step through what it takes to establish and live 

out your Christian life.  In this final chapter, I’d like to reiterate each step and send you off 

with a blessing to carry you forward into a fruitful life as a follower of Jesus Christ. 

Before Knowing Jesus 

Before you became a Christian, you were lost and alone in this world. The spirit that lives inside 

your earthly body was disconnected and easily manipulated by the devil.  God created you, but 

left you alone to make your own choice to seek a connection with him or seek to fulfill your 

selfish desires.  Without God on your side, you were completely vulnerable to the devil’s 

schemes.  Working in the shadows, perhaps totally unnoticed by you, the devil guided your every 

move.   

The world we live in is the devil’s playground.  Even though the devil’s demise has been well 

established, until Jesus returns he has control and is allowed to perpetrate his evil disruption of 

all those people who have selected to remain separated from God.  There is a spiritual battle 

between good and evil raging in this world.  We see evil every day.  We see evil all around us.  

Without Jesus, that evil has control. 

The Word of God 

The Bible is the Word of God.  Every word found in the pages of the Bible is a reflection of the 

mind of God.  The Bible contains everything we know about God.  Our Christian faith derives 

from the pages of the Bible.  When Jesus walked the earth, a primary aspect of his ministry was 

to preach from the Old Testament portion of the Bible.  Jesus believed the Bible to be the Word 

of God.  Nothing is more important to a follower of Jesus Christ than the Bible.  

Knowing the Word of God is of primary importance to successfully live a Christian life.  It is 

impossible to know who is sharing truth and who is pushing a lie without personal knowledge of 

the Word of God.  To remain healthy as a Christian, it is absolutely necessary to continuously 

study the Bible or be continuously trained by a well-qualified Bible teacher.  Anything and 

everything should be tested for authenticity through corroboration in the pages of the Bible. 

Our Faith in Jesus 

The devil’s deception is responsible for the demise of the human ability to live forever.  It is the 

devil who has appointed us to die.  God ended the devil’s death penalty by sending his Son Jesus 

Christ to pay for our transgressions on the cross.  Our faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus 

returns to us the ability to live forever.  Before Jesus arrived, humans tried over-and-over again 

to live up to God’s Holy standard of righteousness.  Over-and-over again humans stumbled along 
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the way and discovered they could not attain righteousness in their own power.  God was 

teaching humanity an important lesson.  In order to achieve righteousness, we need to humble 

ourselves before God and admit we are totally dependent on him.  Praise God for our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.  When we turn away from our sin and follow Jesus, we are empowered by 

the Holy Spirit to combat the evil schemes of the devil. 

Reaching Christian Maturity 

We grow in our Christian faith by following in the footsteps of Jesus.  Love, joy, peace, 

forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control are our primary 

motivating factors.  When we focus on these things, we are traveling outside the boundaries of 

the devil.  We are in God’s territory and can do no wrong.  Constant study of the Bible keeps us 

from being manipulated by the devil.  Our self-control demonstrates to God how much we trust 

his guidance.  Our perseverance helps to build strong character.  Our love for God and our 

neighbor is evidence of the godly nature we have embraced.  This is the kind of life that will 

continuously be growing in the Lord. 

Pushing the Devil Aside 

We know, without question, the devil is real and that he has an army at his disposal attempting to 

disrupt our walk with Jesus.  The devil will attempt to put up any number of roadblocks to 

misdirect us away from God.  Fortunately, we have the Holy Spirit with us to provide alternate 

routes around the devil’s deception; nevertheless, we need to remain vigilant.  The devil is a 

master of disguise and the father of lies.  He will get us to question our direction from the Holy 

Spirit if we are not constantly connected to our faith through Bible study, prayer, worship, and 

fellowship with other believers. 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

As Christians, we are fueled by each other.  Interaction with other believers is essential to 

remaining fully functional as a Christian.  Our primary concern should not be our own well-

being, but the well-being of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  If your faith is strong, God has 

given you that gift so that you will be well-equipped to support other believers – not to remain 

isolated and over-confident in your position in Christ.  Fellowship with other believers helps us 

see what are sometimes subtle differences between believers and unbelievers.  The devil uses 

these subtle differences to slowly pull us away from God.   Regular Christian fellowship will 

help to keep us from slipping back into the ways of the world. 

We serve God by serving others.  Almost all service to others is more effective when we work 

together as a team.  When Christians combine their resources and talents to serve others, much 

can be accomplished.  An important aspect of our walk with Jesus is to remain good stewards of 

all that he provides.  Joining hands in service to God is a responsible way to make the best use of 

time, talent, and resources. 



Ministry 

All Christians should be involved in some kind of ministry.  We start by guiding our immediate 

family and friends closer to God.  We can do this through spiritual guidance or by simply living 

an honest Christian life others will want to emulate.  Our service should continue to include help 

at church or in developing some kind of ongoing worship service or Bible study outside of a 

traditional church.  We each have specific talents that God has provided and we should be using 

those talents to serve him in some capacity.   

It’s important for all Christians to look outside of their immediate family, friends, and church to 

find a way to minister to the larger community or indeed the world.  The Internet makes it 

possible to engage people thousands of miles away.  If we are called in this direction, we should 

explore those possibilities.  Almost every community has some sort of social outreach program 

that needs volunteer assistance.  As followers of Jesus, we should be looking for organizations 

that can use our help to serve the needs of others. 

Standing Strong 

We are in a battle between good and evil and God has provided us with a quiver of arrows to 

overcome our enemy.  By employing the attributes of truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, 

and the Word of God, we are equipped to stand firm against the devil’s attacks.  Through prayer 

and constant vigilance, we will remain prepared and ready for the return of Jesus.  In all our 

efforts, it is important to stand together and benefit from our multiplied strength. 

Share Your Faith 

Once you become a Christian, one of your primary missions is to transfer your knowledge of 

Jesus into the hearts and minds of others.  All believers are ambassadors for Christ.  Using the 

power of the Holy Spirit, we are to identify those who are ready to know Jesus and guide them in 

the right direction.  The way we comport ourselves throughout our daily life, is a major aspect of 

our faith-sharing endeavors.   Indeed, people around us should be able to see the positive effect 

that Christianity has in our lives and want to know how they can achieve the same results.  It is 

our duty to have an answer to all inquiries about Jesus, God, or the Bible.  If we don’t have ready 

answers, we should at least know how to direct those asking to a trusted resource. 

Conclusion 

If you’ve just completed reading every chapter of this book you have filled your mind with a 

great deal of information.  You have all the foundational knowledge needed to become a 

Christian and to start your Christian life on the right path.  Of course, this is only the beginning, 

and there is much that has been left out.  A dedicated follower of Jesus never stops learning.  

Every time you read the Bible, it changes to meet you wherever you are in your life.  As a 

believer, you will discover every season of life brings new meaning to the Bible.  If you have 



recently trusted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, I praise God for your Salvation and pray 

that you will be guided by the Holy Spirit to boldly move forward in your walk with Jesus.  If 

you are still searching, I’m praying for you at this moment.  My prayer is that God will open 

your heart and encourage you to begin a new life in his presence.   

Closing Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank you for all you have done in my life.  Thank you for bringing me together 

with those who have spent time reading these pages.  I ask that you use the words found herein to 

direct each reader to a new understanding of your gift of salvation, your Son Jesus Christ, and 

your expectations for their life going forward.  Father, I ask that the Scripture found in this work 

will inspire those reading to turn to the original source and study your Word found in the pages 

of the Bible.  Above all Father God, I ask that you bring peace and comfort to all those who are 

sincerely seeking to move closer to you.  I pray that each and every reader, regardless of their 

current relationship to you, finds something in these pages that will make that relationship more 

meaningful.  May all those who have spent time here be blessed.  I ask these things in the holy 

name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 


